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 “And he called out, ‘Father 

Abraham, have mercy on me, and 

send Lazarus to dip the end of his 

finger in water and cool my tongue, 

for I am in anguish in this flame.’” 

(Luke 16:24, ESV) 

 

I have experienced pain several 

times in my life. When I was in my 

twenties, they took my appendix out. I know many 

have survived this operation and healed fairly quickly. 

The doctor told me it was a difficult surgery because 

he had to move everything around to find it and then 

try to put it all back in place. Even though I followed 

the doctor’s recovery orders exactly, the pain was bad. 

After the six weeks of recovery I never thought 

much about it again. Then one day some twenty years 

later I had my gallbladder removed by laparoscopic 

surgery, a procedure I was told would be almost 

painless. They were wrong!! When I woke up in the 

recovery room, I was screaming and all I could do was 

yell the word “pain!” They tried to relieve the pain but 

it wasn’t until the doctor allowed them to use a much 

stronger pain medicine that I was finally able to rest, 

but it was hours before the pain level dropped to a level 

I could stand. They never did figure out what caused 

that much pain. So in my mind that is the kind of pain 

I think of when I read the verse from Luke when the 

Rich man said he was in anguish. In the original 

language, this is a word for extreme pain. It was so 

severe that he wanted just a drop of water to cool his 

tongue for just a fraction of a second. When Abraham 

said that was not possible, he requested that Lazarus be  

sent back to the living to tell his five brothers so they 

could change their life and not follow him in torment. 

Years passed after that gall bladder surgery and I 

would have two additional laparoscopic surgeries and 

both involved that same extreme pain. They even 

brought Ava back one time to try and calm me, but 

only really strong medicine and time made any 

difference. In 2017 I needed a cancerous kidney 

removed and they were going to do it laparoscopically. 

So I prepared  my mind, knowing that my recovery 

would start with extreme pain. Yet, when I woke from 

surgery, I was comfortable and had only slight pain. 

When the doctor came, he said they found that one of 

my kidneys had grown attached to my diagram and just 

a quick snip with two stitches fixed what was causing 

the extreme pain. I will have another laparoscopic 

surgery some time in the future but I know this time it 

will be almost painless and that leaves me with no fear. 

The Rich Man’s brothers could make preparation 

for their next stage of life in eternity with no pain 

because, unlike me in post-surgical pain, God told 

them where their answer was. It was with Moses and 

the prophets. 

 

“And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said 

to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if someone should rise 

from the dead.’ ”” (Luke 16:30–31, ESV) 

 

Thanks for listening and keep on shining  

—Scott 


